Remarks for City Commission Meeting March 8. 2012 


I’m Becky Roper Matkov, Executive Director of 

Dade Heritage Trust, Miami's largest nonprofit historic preservation 
organization. For 40 years, Dade Heritage Trust has worked to save 
Miami's historic places. Four years ago, Dade Heritage Trust nominated 
and secured the historic designation of the Miami Marine Stadium to 
save it from planned demolition. 

Since then Dade Heritage Trust as an organization and our members as 
individuals have advocated for its restoration and re-use for the public. 
Three million dollars has been allocated for the Marine Stadium's 
renovation thanks to a County GOB Preservation Fund that was initiated 
by Dade Heritage Trust. 

Dade Heritage Trust supports the City of Miami's proposed resolution 
for moving forward with the planning, funding and renovation of the 
Marine Stadium. 

This resolution will approve a Memorandum of Understanding among 
the City of Miami, the Miami Sports and Exhibition Authority and the 
Friends of Miami Marine Stadium, Inc., a nonprofit organization 
incorporated a little over a year ago. 

A Steering Committee will assist Friends of Marine Stadium in 
developing a viable restoration and operating plan for the Stadium 
premises. Very importantly, this resolution provides that a representative 
of Dade Heritage Trust will serve as one of the 13 members of the 
Steering Committee. Dade Heritage Trust as an organization looks 
forward to continuing our involvement in the restoration and re-use of 
this iconic structure and to helping ensure its success for future 
generations. 

Becky Roper Matkov, Chief Executive Officer 
Dade Heritage Trust 
190 SE 12th Terrace 






